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An Indo-French Moment 

 

Romain Rolland Book Prize 

28 January 2017  

ZEE Jaipur Literature Festival 2018, Jaipur 

Presented as a part of 

 

BONJOUR INDIA 2017 – 18  

As a part of Bonjour India - incubating dreams, ideas and 

projects which aim to move the partnership between India and 

France into the future, Jaipur saw the Romain Rolland Book 

Prize being announced at ZEE Jaipur BookMark / ZEE 

Jaipur Literature Festival 2018.   

Romain Rolland Book Prize aims at awarding the best 

translation of a French title (francophone area) into any India 

language, including English. The Indo-French jury has taken 

into account the qualities of the translation and of the 

publication itself. The prize aims at encouraging and awarding 

the efforts made by Indian publishers to bring the best of the 

Francophone literature, in all its diversity, to the Indian 

readership. For its first edition, the Romain Rolland Book Prize awarded the best work of 

contemporary and classical fiction. 

Romain Rolland Book Prize is suported by Priti Paul via Apeejay Trust.  
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Dr. Bertrand de Hartingh, General Curator of Bonjour India, Counsellor for Cooperation 

and Cultural Affairs, spoke about the Romain Rolland Book Prize: “Romain Rolland was a 

great French novelist, dramatist, and essayist, and through his love of India and his link to 

Tagore, a symbol of Indo-French literary exchange. We are delighted, through Bonjour India, to 

establish the First Literary Prize award for Indian Publishers and Translators from French to 

other Indian languages. It is a great initiative that will participate in strengthening the human and 

intellectual exchange between our two countries .” 

Leila Slimani, novelist and French president Emmanuel Macron’s personal emissary for 

Francophone affairs, confered the prize to the publisher and translator of the award winning title 

Main Gumshuda by Patrick Modiano (the publisher was Pranav Johri, from Rajpal and Sons, 

the translation of Rue des boutiques obscures into Hindi was by Monica Singh), in the presence 

of the five jury members, during the largest Indian literary festival.   

A special mention was given to Once upon in India, a translation into English by Sam Miller of 

Les aventures (merveilleuses mais authentiques) du Capitaine Corcoran, by Alfred Assolant.  

This first-of-its-kind award will enhance the status of the translator and hopefully encourage 

more translations from French to Indian languages. 

 

Details of the event: 

 

Jaipur: 28 January 2018 - ZEE Jaipur BookMark 2018 / ZEE Jaipur Literature Festival 2018 

 

 

About Bonjour India: 

 

The third edition of Bonjour India 2017-18 is a four-month-long mega voyage across India that 

will celebrate Indo-French partnership as well as shape the next decade of human exchange 

between the two countries. From November 2017 to February 2018, Bonjour India covers 100 

projects in 33 cities across 20 states & union territories. Bonjour India provides a platform for 

enduring partnerships across the themes of Smart Citizen, 

High Mobility, Go Green. 

 

Bonjour India is unprecedented given the ambitious scale 

of its partnership with India. People at the forefront of their 
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fields will share their inspiring journeys as they change society through their innovation and 

creativity. At events collaboratively organised across cities and disciplines, amid performances, 

debates, seminars and exhibitions, all audiences will find something that captures their 

imagination.  

With Bonjour India 2017-18, India and France will come together to create, innovate and partner 

towards a progressive and sustainable future.  

Bonjour India aims far, Bonjour India supports fair, Bonjour India is fun! 

Tag us at #BonjourIndia , #CommonThread , #Innovation, #Creativity, #Partnership , 

#SmartCitizen, #HighMobility & #GoGreen 

 

Social Media Links: 

  
 

For further information please visit www.bonjour-india.in 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Making this larger-than-life platform come true, are our valued partner companies.  Bonjour India 

thanks:  

 

 

Diamond Partners: Dassault Aviation, Reliance 

Gold Partners: Accor, Air India, Engie, Krishnakriti, Renault, Société Générale 

Silver Partners: Air France, Ariane Space, Axa, Jamnalal Bajaj Foundation, BNP 

Paribas, Faurecia, Laurent Perrier, Mane, Naval Group, NRB Bearings Limited, Pernod 

Ricard, Phoenix Mall, Saint Gobain, Thales, Vicat (Bharathi Cement)  

Event Partners: Schneider Electric, Sonalika Group, Suez, Apeejay Surrendra Group, 

L'Oreal, Champagne Besserat de Bellefon, Grover, L’Opera, Oberoi Group 

Communication Partners: Foxity, JC Decaux 

Indian Institutional Partner: Indian Council for Cultural Relations 

 

 
 

https://www.facebook.com/lnstitutfrancaisIndia/
https://www.facebook.com/lnstitutfrancaisIndia/
https://twitter.com/IFInde
http://www.bonjour-india.in/

