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Cool
Waters

Summer? Why worry? Turn up the air-conditioning
and Kerala is still God's Own Country. Hari Menon
sample’s the state's newest luxe experience

his time of the vear, a
Kerida baclowaer can be
somwrthing ol a sheamy
affair. Whem it isn't rain-
ing. i's bamid enough
that an indulgent inde
lence seemm more lilke 3 saraval tech-
nique than amything wagoely sinful
Happily, there axe good Bolks abost whe
will help pous rovwiprie asvy such hedomme.
te desires im more tham a lidde bliss
Such as hivieg the steess knemadind ot of
wor back om the aft dick of o basuny
cruiser. Meamwhile your thowghts fTum
in idle fashion o the mugc chel’ Sau



will work with the f=h that will becoms
lusch omce yoive ahowesed im your
cabini, one that's nasned aer o osleseiil
maiden and cedainky boalks q.:\-l;t:l 1n-:|||F|1
s Bzt i, dhould Bt particular even-
helity comes into improbable bheing.
Invecatione of imaginary creatures
Ebde, evesything elié ['m sxpiriimcing is
real. This isn't really the traditonal sea
s by visit Kerala and cnuise it backwa
ters, bt it cerlaisnly shows thet chmase is
m obstacle to having a lovely holiday—
wided, 7 must be mxid, by air-condition
Eg wherewer it I8 posdible. That's st o
beer-chilling levels, forbanately, as I'm

Tha AL i aat
o bear-
chilling leveals,
Tortunataly,
as I'm wafted
past tha
sultry shore
in thea cruksar
A pREEE, &
fenturad
attraction

at ths Pork
o Wembanad
Lo b

walied past the suliry eSore in He
Azsars, 3 cruiser that's a feavared afitac
tiom ¥ the chac newe addrhion te Eerala's
husary belsune marke?, The Pask an
Vembarad Lake.

The Fark's style actually poings ot ome
présitde soluton o wiees the high end
of the leisure market in the stie will
hedd Lususy traviel in Kirrala has becorme
muck of & muchsess, That's e
unaveidable, since the kateliering princ.
pliea invelved waally cente om a few
slarsdand meitls. The feod & alwars a
delicious but vaguely deracinaied Kerala
cutiing; rrad nouvelle presentation, an

banad Lake

The best
luxury rasorts
all manage to
make you faal
as if you have
this wondar-
ful wateresay-
linad Eragrical
garden more
or lans to
voursalf
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't Thi Pairk &t
Warmlsarsd
Laka in
different
from the rost
of the chiaslm,
wwthich e all
eity hatals
that cater pri-
marily to
huwinsss
travellors.
This o i a
@b

at laimurs
travellsre

-
3
.

.

eaey hand om the spice and the trick thai
all the best Kerala chefs have peslamed—
that ol uging wedithonal kecal ingnndaents
and coembinations (prasm and mangs,
sayi while at the mime Hme sssiding e
ome thing that naiss Kerals food lor sev-
il outEiders and Mraudulenl Maapala
Tk mree, 1 s omoee o less 2 gaven thart the
e upEnarket a Kerala botel is, the kess
anyling will reek of couorret cil.

The zccommedabon e abwaye lusun-
et rosneres wall be tasteflly appai
el with the sort of epe thas lees e best
drawing rooims in upper-cies India with
contrpversy-free  conversation  pieces,

4
M oh

witile s Barthroomns wall look wenderful
and will bave @l leaw ane mystifing o
fnatratimg fiting. in the time-honoered
manner of good hotels meerpehers,

The experience will always inwelwe
Enuch passpennd lasng, s you seber ina
Prasrunalde diee [rom the epa o the pocl
and back agaim Kerala is wutsd as an
Elpllic getaway, and e Best busury
searta all mansge b make you frel s if
yea: have this wenderful waiersay-lined
eropical gardes more o less 1o pourself
Condiderisng that b Alsppurhs backe.
sers, arcund which mmuch of Kerala's
sourism cenires, are among the most




Clohowiise Tram
Pefi: the
Earkaaieny neas
this hatel the
paol; the pociside

denizely populated places on earth 1,250
people per squise kilenetre—sn times
the global average—mmdomahbly pets it
in the wegld's fop 1a), thi= achually has o
rate a5 one of ledisn hoteliering's truly
remarkable achisvemenis.

In farct. the musicians and dancers at
the & riguinar culbaral show (which is
typically o Fali-kowr seserpt from 2 per
formance that can go on all might] mey
ke the only lncaly you will ever mest,
apart from e drieer whe Ferries wou
from the airport.

hig iz all quite wonderful

to duy, bt i sy 40 e

hiows, From & regalie Fev-

wller's point of view, one

Eerala experience cam

ratheer seammbely awim

itk another. Thas is achully rather nlce

if youu Il lnolelaying in Kerala, but berri-

bike froumy thes podint of wicw off the hotelier,

because pou're immediaely reducing &

humury package o the lewel of an umdif:

ferentated cotmmodity—not 3 peod idea

at all when you're charging peices that

delivitely gualify as presnium for this
part af the workd

Several fall o this csist, Bt the hest

plaoes respond, with ar beast soree degree

ef credikility, with feabares like kecation,

I:-eriu.gr |.n.|i.'.|].ir|pq, art collections, goswr

met cooking classes and tee like
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KEHRALA

Halabats of the Park chain will recognise
dhat there are many quite lovely things
atout the growp that tend w be ander
mepredinied in the hype over larger
Indian katel chains

For instacs Bis, a0 The Pak, Mew
[elhi, offers what bas o ke clew o the
lpe=t paza woun can get in Indma. and like
wise, Someplace Else al The Park,
Knolkata, is p=# e of dhe sacest bass in
India; o0 mention just e, But above all,
Sie= CEst Bhing ot wisilorns sothie abwis
a Park property in the Inck, Although
dhey are not small peopertes (and cer
wiiils thechain's Civy Baotels all dewest The
Park af Vembanad Lake|, they am all
dentifably desigmer-driven bowtique
ok willia bsok et ceees mod & linle 1o
Terence Conran. 15's pof as shaply
defining a look as, say, that of a Fhilippe
Bk, which is peobally ane step Tur-
ther along she continesm of furnishing-
wreform, but every interior @5 indeed
aylised, winh clean lipes and the use of
ocal and ewtic materials that tend
arrest the eye of guide L.

t's not thak this i= 3 particularky
new idea To o nitplcker at the
tp end af the kovary marker,
such design ix possibly a rather
dated concept a bit ooy of
thepeabeand, i0 yoi e Baeing
charitable. In Imd. bowever. & proven
a very effective way 1o keep a distinc lock
and Jeed [or dhe geoisp's properies. The
Park at Vembanad Lake &= different from
the rest of the chaim though, simce
unlike the ofers, which ase all oy
hotels that crer primarily. tough naot
solely, bo bamines s travellers, chis one @5 a
miiath liisiry
siquarely ot the letsure sraveller. catering
io a fractiom of the member of geests that
might ardingrily be ustng o of 18 L.
er siblings.
fund yet the dfferenciation by design
wirks b, g The Park ot YWembanad
Lake has a Inck and Feel about & thas is
memediatedy distingt froen s rivals. Most
i o TR ke aiie ol Fee caligesin., 1T
thiey are larger hotels. anythimg unique
seems llahle o disappesr & sy momment
Ly thae Bl of corpoente brandimg

rmiallis e T e

A |
Tha great
pleasura of
Isaing by Laka
Wambansd,
which con be
up b Tdkm
AEraas wl
points, is the
sanss af a
huge, peace-
Tul spacs that
Yo gt as
EOON AL
youre wikhin
ahght of the
ahore

IF they are amaller Bontiime cutfit, the
idenb#y ix often scmething stronegly asso-
clated withs E=rala; often this comes from
eefiarhighing grand old cslonial or local
structures, Ther have their merits and
are lowely b ook ot bt apsn'l aleays s
mest uenr-friendly—there i3 only en
mmch you can do with a heribage struc:
bare withoul some inlegral andseeciiral
cixmprosser, B0 pven B closient neoria
barve the odd little mom that ne amoam
ol wick Eghiing and prefy ae cad pie
vent you froen thinking. “Mee., dun-
gean.” Omece yon've seen a few of these, i
e wotually & relisl pe ember Tlee Paek al
Vemnbarsd Lake

Everythimg. from ihe neat unclutiersd
enlrance through the pathway that keads

The housa-
Lioats on
e Bl il
lrirk Frnaatly
allikos,
eupaolally
Wi i el el
b ry boats;
tha classic
Eettuvallam,
& simglo hull
Based an an
abd rice boat
design




by youar room, past the resizurants and
the pool. fo the rooms themselves,
epiaks the lamgpaape of simple. clean
lisses. Ewen thae ahribhery looks well
behawed, but withowt looking owerdy
manapalited. This is ne simple feat in
Keraula's feverishly lecund dlisae. The
simapctures all nod 0 lbecal apd Indian
themes, through artwork and the use of
s structural makerials bke the thaich
on the poadi.

Bt the impact is sabde, mot in-your
Face ak all. The dean, almesst manimalis-
i Rined Evlisters with nothing, so you'm
lefi be savour the wew of the hackwsess.
Weua walk inbe your room and you know
it wag designed as a hotedl mom and
wian'L soend hodg-diid muilsian's pick-

in mntiraly
differant. t's
& twin-hullaed
eoait, &

A maTan,
and it's nearly
a third longer
and & lot
widar than
tha avarmgs
laxury boat

| stirereim. And FIMU CAn Even see out
clearly, 1o whese e waters al Lake
Wembanad's westemn shore gently lig
against the stonelined edge of the
propery. A hew Eloassiees away, you
cam jost see the asiem shore of the lalie
Loim of India and Kerala in particular is
0 growdied and Bail-up that ampone can

beel hemsiad in The great pleasure

of being by Lake Wembanad, which can
be up o rgkm acomss at points abong
its gi-kilorsstee length, i the sinee of a
huge. peacefiil space that yoil ger oS oo
a= your're within sight of the shore
Thar lake amd thiz sense of relaxed space

Clathwise fom
Belows: the inberi-
ai% &l & cabin in
the Apsane
saloon and dining
anea, also s the
Boat: i spa: and
a howsebaat on
The backwaters



CATTIMG THERE 57 HIE The Fark on Vet
AW E b S0 o Kaschi It ionad BT an
Pl amilrinaary. Faxpaal 4 fions W han-hoan pran-
g rom bhe aapant, ynlens. frafis B umrapals
Vight: Al doanvmsrie Sdiness Py 00 Enchi fack
aits Trom R 3000 ca-Dashd s s 3, 300 s~
Muria], By BB Tre iesswd] radwad 5
Woptivmn H 200N on 2R hom Dehd on the
aaka Eagears RS 1,797 Fom Mo on e
Wt Tl | myiri s |

THE RESORT

= THE PARE. DM VEMEAMAL LAKE nas 10 s
sl sl Thsss 1 ahin a berried pa, BEET, N
I0s res s and pErianTanoe SEa0E a3
SasTinmng posl SPECLAL OFFER B | 2000 ks &
ooy labe wirwm izom oy 1 S50H) for the
esmbare Tne. \oyld el Rgest 0. 2000 Tha
ECTES: R T o [ g DS, 0 o el Sy
ol Tl gl e Oy O e 15 e’ )
hoasy

+ Tha APSARA has Eigh Caens and can #000en
Tk U 10 1S gLesTs. SUMMER RATES

Bt ELON0 (ko) Fow 8 Thame- righiioqs - ey
sy, Thee sxies indude Mk, Two-way TG s
T Thie apart. daly creing, ool sighsosng
and Loy CTTACT, (MR- 56104

AW ek il e

WHAT T 5EE & D0 Gouas T w1, i
pecfuatsty bt o by impiones, Mrssesger, 1 yon
care g vermues ot thee bind sanctuany in
Eviraiadam, o8 Tl Dk of Vernibased Lo, &
winth widing for i lage wanety of locel and
migratory b, The nesesy bl shanons of
Blawezha Paonchira = Wagaman o'l
] Tk Cfy e lofw s &l 2orme el
Trean thee eat. For thane lsaking tnishop,
KolRaymm & st 8 shoot driee sy, o6

[ BB s R R

is the reasom 1'we been so enthiosed aboul

the dizeign, becwuse it never challengee
the primacy of this wonderfal peace; it
simply complesnenis whsil you'n: serisg
#o wall

Of course, if you're at this pasticulas
pesort, Shere ie something else pow can't
help seeing the 28-metredong Apsars
deckind it a Noatisg jeiy. Although it's a
lot Bigger than pour hypical backwaier
hraseboat. & certain atieation 1o design
mezans thas this o manages o ook
unusual yet non-imerfering. The house.
beats on Visnlanad ook mosly slike,
especially the so-called heeary boats; the

classic ketruvalliss, a single Ball booed
on am ald rice boat design with a
thanched covering oeer @ 'wood. Fraed
calsin, TEe hack will fewture all te efflu-
viz of a grubby kiichen. a cougle of
Slackid gir-conditisssing wedt and, mome
ofiems than nat, the rew's lasndry -
tering on the bresze thet skisn aceoes
the lake

At peak louren scason, thens aee acbaal-
Iy wrallic jarrs with the beosa all lined up,
it could as well be 3 cooldescutier pen-
duction line. S0 euch for the weague
travel experence wien you're wadting m
o line of sppasve o,



Thia Apaara's
dexigners
howe clnarly
BpEnt mone
tima looking
at yachts in
Connas rathar
thanin
Kumnira kom.
Thes rexult iz
a wory
eontamporany
semnsibility
that dpas
acknowlodgn
local cultura

Forfunaiely, the Assarm iz entiesdy dil-
feremt. It's a twinchulled boat, 2 catama
i, wred B0 nikarly a ghind longer and a
lot wider tham the AvETa g |u:u\_':r Dzl
That makes 7t a much more stable plat
Feeen i SEHnR Evn mere of what one
does best om 3 beckwaiers holidoy—adl
those fine-dining and spa-based imedul
bial all while dw Apides glidiea

ey Wembanad's waners.

Thut amssathrseas is alen reflectsd im
e dppea

ETE have Cheg

AEEES
srmrciinly

snbs—ihe Apana’y disagn-
v spent more time looking
#l wiachks in Canmnes rmather than in
Kurnarakom. The result B o6 wery ood-
temporary sensitdsty that adknowledges
locas culn:

rooams o shode do, through thooghiul

s b jikem Lk seaimie wary Ehat thee

R
It mirvisr
challangas
the primooy
af the
Vambanad
Laka's
wondarful
paaGE; it
simply
eomplamants
what you're
aaaing a0 wall

detailing rather shan grand comcept

It B naturally & #ple that takee a bew
risks. But that's just as well because
the sheer variety ol visitors o Kerala
means that a lob of markels ane being
inadequately addressed. If your mastes
run o B harcgu, or if pou‘re koking
for a P iz |JI\.I'.‘I}I'}"I'.!|'_‘IHI' feam the
g, ar for a holiday
thas deuldes a8 a histery lesson, tyis may
not be your best cptior. But of vou're the
sort of person to whom the ‘meriss of a
Baa paintisg o Biey lais building ninsd
no great explanation, or sven i pou sie-
e taied

hank and sheir fam

ply  Kike conbemporary
design

¥embanad Lake has marmowed your

the apesdng of The Pask an

TPEHET '\.'I'liflllllll"l!.' &
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