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Rs 45-cr facelift for Park Mansions

Subkro Niyogl | T

Kolkata: Park Mansions, the nearly century-
old grand bullding at the intersection of Park
Sepeet and Free SChool Stheet, 15 petiing & ma-
jor makeover The Apeojay Surendra Group that
owns the biailding |s renovating it and hopes 10
complete the amblitlous project by 2000 to co-
incide with the briklings, &5 well 85 the Eroug s,

COTHTEALY.

The Hs 4%croré project underiaken by the
proprietor of Apecjay Surendra group includa
reversing the nging effect of the bullding, oor-
recting the stress imbalkance canksed by a fire in
thee early 15605, creating a two-level parking fa-
chlity in the compound and o Lowwre-type stisel
& glass destination zone above the parking o

-5 : “The most ambi-

tious part of the

MAHEWEH peoject is to utilioe

MAGIC the central court-

yard of, the U

ghaped boilding to ereate & twg-level under-

growmd car-park and a coniemporary Space on

tho surface. The pdan §8 1o willize the space for

an open-sky restaurant, coffee shop, library and

art gallery” aaid architect Daelal Mukherjes,
the man in charge of the project

Developed by Armenian jute merchart T
Thaddens in 1910, Park Mansions was con
structod & 4 rental property with mixed-wengn
comprising both residential and comifercial seg:
menis. The building. spoead over 5 bgha, had 8
ceniral courtyard and a garden. The archibec-
iare is a mix of Victorian and [Bdo-Sarfcenic
style, with a bulhous domee on the ool a Britlsh
Inberior with & towch of Indiin on the faiade

While nge and disrepair (ooE (08 (ol on the
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2010 Deadline For Ambitious Project To Coincide With Building’s Centenary

Repair wark has already started

>

Constructed
Plot size

Floorspace of
main building

1910
1.78 acres
10560 sqm

PARK MANSIONS

Floorspace of
outhouse

516 sqm

Architecture

Victorian &
Indo-Saracenic

aikding, m devastating Mre at Alllance Fran-
calse (AR damaged sections of the strscture
The heat led to pxoessive stress on e aIFgc-
ture, weakening the ballding™s northeast cor-
mer Following the fire, AF shifted out of the
taflding for the flrst time since 1545 The French
consulate has already agresd to be housed in
Park Mansioms post-renovat ion

Effarts are an to woo back AF post-renovi
tion. Incidentally the obdest existing temant in
the bullding ks § Mathews & Co, whose tenan-
cy dates back bo 1531

Architect firm Dulal Mukherjes & Asenci-
mies is currently engaged In reversing the ag-
ing process and reinforcing the sections that
had been weakened by the [ire, Escalators and
everhend water distribartion syeterm will b mod-
ernized; ihe drive and lighting arrangements
il i nipErRdad

O off e musjor challenges that Mukherjes's
meen face 1% bo restore the building without com:
promising on safety and mobllity of tenants
“The railding is inhabited ard there 15 no pro-
vision for rehabilitation of temants duwrling
restoration 8o, it ks ahuge challemge,” Mukhor
jeexplained. The restoration of’ e main il
ing is expected to be complobed within June 20065
and the new mild-enction by December 2008

Twao other big properties along the siretch

Husen's Mansions and 2 Park Strest — haye
alresdy been renovabed. The remaining two
Stephen Court and Karnani Mansions — are
vt ta be renovated. While the exterior of
Steplven Court has béen repaired 0 patchies,
owniers of Harnani Mansions plan to under-
taki @ major removatbon rent year, Once that's
through, all coloninl structures along Park
St woalld have received a firesh bease af 1ie.



