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Rishika Das, Calcutta Public
School, Kalikapur

Little Rishika was born with a congenital
defect so rare that it has perhaps no more than
fifty documented cases in the world. Microtia
on the left side, bone defect on the right side of
her palate, cleft lips, external and middle ear
absent on the left, bony external ear canal
absent, hemifacial microsomia type III ... the
list goes on. She underwent six reconstructive
surgeries between 2009 and 2013, but that's not
where it ends. She will need several more dur-
ing her teens too. All this hasn't prevented
Rishika from scoring 80% while being promot-
ed from Class I to Class II. She continues to
amaze everyone with her performance and
her zest for knowledge.

Adhisha Mukherjee, St John’s
Diocesan Girls’ Higher
Secondary School

She's a slip of a girl, really. The orthopedically
challenged Adhisha is in Class II, but she
keeps displaying courage, grit and persever-
ance far beyond her age and frame. She stood
14th out of 67 students in her Class I annual
examinations in 2016, but that's just one small
part of her story. She draws well, is a profi-
cient singer and is also a commendable actor
... but she doesn't play-act when she smiles or
when she offers to carry things for her teach-
ers. That's part of her nature.

Alolika Mazumder, DAV
Public School, Taratala

Alolika has already undergone three open-

heart surgeries since 2003. Yes, three! The
fourth one is round the corner. She has a criti-
cal congenital heart condition that induces
breathlessness and prevents her from walking
for more than a mere ten minutes. She can't
study beyond an hour at a stretch and is high-
ly susceptible to illness. Severe limitations for
many, but these merely acted as stimuli for
gritty Alolika to score more than 90% in her
CBSE this year. Pursuing science, she wants to
become a cardiac surgeon herself. We hope ...
no, we are sure ... that Alolika will realise her
dreams. For those as brave as Alolika, dreams
are merely the highway to reality.

Abhishek Trigun, DAV Public
School, Taratala

A perfectly healthy boy who led a normal life,
tragedy struck Abhishek in 2014 when he was
diagnosed with meningitis.
A month at hospital did not cure him. He
finally lost his ability to walk. The Christian
Medical College at Vellore diagnosed him with
Tubercular Meningitis and Arachnoiditis
Neurogenic Bladder.
The struggle has continued since then.
Abhishek lost almost all hope of continuing
with his studies but his family, friends and
teachers stood by him. He resumed school
against all odds but then, fate had more in
store for him.
His father, who had been suffering from can-
cer, passed away. To say that Abhishek was
shattered would be an understatement, but
like every winner we see around us, he stood
up and decided to brave the storm ... and brave
he did in style! 
He scored a whopping 95% in his CBSE and is
now pursuing science in Class XI.
He can't walk without support from his
friends, but it is actually Abhishek who has
shown others how to walk with one's head

held high!

Afifa Faiz, Albany Hall Public
School

Spinal Arteriovenous Malformation, or Spinal
AVM as it is more commonly known, isn't that
common. It denotes an abnormal tangle of
blood vessels around the spinal cord that
obstructs the flow of blood and, if not diag-
nosed and treated early enough, can cause per-
manent deformation of the spinal cord.
Unfortunately, Afifa was diagnosed with this
disease when deformity of her spinal cord had
already started.
That did not stop her from attending school,
the agonising pain notwithstanding. She
cleared her ICSE in 2015 with credit and went
on to complete her ISC in 2017 with 91%. Afifa
is pursuing English Honours at present and,
we can say with a lot of conviction, she has
already taken the honours.

Ananya Mallick, New Alipore
Sharada Asram Balika
Vidyapith 

Losing her father at an early age did not find
Ananya floundering. A girl of only thirteen,
she showed remarkable resolve and held the
family together. She literally became a mother
to her brother while taking care of her mother
during those difficult days. It was a foregone
conclusion that a girl of such mettle would
continue with her studies, but what made her
stand out was that she actually continued to
improve. With more than 90% in Madhyamik,
she is currently continuing with her Higher
Secondary. She, by the way, fared quite cred-
itably in the Polytechnic entrance too. She has
won a scholarship from The Telegraph

Education Foundation (TTEF).

Isani Saha, IX, St Xavier’s
Institution, Panihati

A student of Class IX, Isani started suffering
from acute pain in her neck since November
2016. Diagnosed with Chiari Malformation
with Syringomyelia, she underwent a surgery
but the difficulties had not quite ended for the
little girl as she was next detected with
corneal ulcer in her right eye.
Once that was treated, she began suffering
from severe problems with her left middle fin-
ger and, thereafter, arthritides. Isani is going
through a continuing string of long-term
treatment and has to travel to Chennai every
month but that has not dimmed her smile nor
has that been able to make her bow before des-
tiny. We are sure she will win the fight, as she
has been doing so far.

Mehreen Akhmal, Shri
Shikshayatan School

Paralysed below her knees since birth.
Wearing an AFO (ankle-foot orthoses) since
Class IV. Was suggested a surgery when she
was 18 but, considering the risks involved,
decided against it. Had to visit AIIMS, New
Delhi, once every year.
Oh come on! These cannot be impediments,
can they? Mehreen scored more than 96% in
her Class X board exams in 2015 and followed
it up with more than 94% in her Class XII
board exams in 2017.
She has received a scholarship from Reliance
Foundation and has secured her admission to
IIT Mumbai in Metallurgy & Materials
Sciences. Way to go, brave girl! 
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Indrajit Dey, East West
Model School, Burdwan

A student of Class VI, little Indrajit suffers
from Communicating Hydrocephalus Shunt
Malfunction. The Hydrocephalus caused fluid
to fill his brain, resulting in an increase in the
size and weight of his head, which in turn led
to unbearable headaches. A shunt was hence
inserted in his body to provide an alternate
route for the fluid to disperse. To aggravate
the situation, an unfortunate bike accident
caused the shunt to shift and led to a blockage
that prevented his kidneys from pumping out
the fluid. It eventually led to Indrajit vomiting

blood and losing consciousness. He has
already undergone four major surgeries at
this tender age, any one of which could have
been life threatening. As if this was not
enough, this young fighter lost his father too.
He lives under the perpetual threat of a shunt
blockage any day, but that has neither prevent-
ed Indrajit from actively participating in
sports and painting, nor from being cheerful,
polite and respectful. It takes immense
strength to maintain that brilliant smile that
he so unfailingly does!

Rahul Shaw, Silver Point
School

Rahul often plays truant. Though a student of
Class X, he often gives his school a miss.
Eyebrows raised already, we are sure. How
does someone who chooses not to attend

school get an honourable mention here? Well,
Rahul lost his father in 2015 and is now the
sole bread winner for his family. Not only his
own, but he also continues to support the edu-
cation of his siblings. And how does he do all
this? Well, by running the modest ration shop
that his father used to operate. That is what
keeps him away from school at times, but this
has not been able to bludgeon this young sol-
dier to submission. Spirits and head both held
high, Rahul is an excellent dancer and has
already brought many laurels for his school.

Hrishita Bera, Silver Point
School

Being diagnosed with cancer can have a
telling effect on anybody, more so if it hap-
pened at a tender age when one was yet to see
the world. Hrishita, however, is made of stern-
er stuff. Detected with ovarian cancer in 2011
when she was in Class VI, this girl took life
head on. Nine rounds of chemotherapy within
eighteen months could not take the fight out of
her. That her left ovary had to be removed did
not make her bow either. 75% in Madhyamik
2016 is what she has to show for her grit and
determination. She believes she will be able to
conquer anything that life throws at her...and
we know she will.

Vivek Agarwal, Union Chapel
School

Every day, year after year, Vivek faced the
prospect of having to discontinue school. His

father was a humble corncob vendor in the
Entally Market area and funds had always
been scarce. Every day, year after year, Vivek
helped his father run the modest outlet. That's
where he ended up after school, and this was
his background when he appeared for ICSE.
He ended up scoring 87%.
To enable him to continue his studies at the
ISC level, Bishop Rt. Reverend Ashoke Biswas
awarded Vivek with a scholarship to St Paul’s
Mission School. Courage has many synonyms;
Vivek is one of them.
Vivek has been awarded the Keshav Rathi
Memorial Scholarship for Courage, instituted
by the parents of Keshav Rathi, a student of
Assembly of God Church, Park Street, whose

valiant battle against leukaemia ended tragi-
cally in 2008.

Rajasi Chakraborty, St
Joseph’s Convent,
Chandannagar

Rajasi was diagnosed with cancerous germ
cell tumour in 2016 while she was in Class IX.
The chemotherapy treatment at the Tata
Memorial Centre, Mumbai, forced her to be
away from school for a prolonged period of
time.
She rejoined her school in Class X, but fate
does queer things to us and was far from being
done with the brave girl.
Her father, who was a pillar of strength for the
child after the unfortunate demise of her
mother when she was in Class VI, was diag-

nosed with cancer during Rajasi's pre-ICSE
examinations and is presently under treat-
ment at the Tata Memorial Centre.
That did not stop Rajasi, an above-par elocu-
tionist, from scoring a very creditable 89.8%
in ICSE, nor did it ebb her zest for life.

Hoimanti Dutta, The BSS
School

Hoimanti had taken her polycystic kidney in
her stride from a very early age. She lived as
normal a life as the circumstances allowed her
to, till the problems aggravated when she
reached Class X.

Confined mostly to her bed, she was advised
regular dialysis and eventually a renal trans-
plant.
The dialysis started immediately but the
search for the elusive donor continues. The
brave girl decided to take her Madhyamik.
With her past record for everyone to see, the
school and her teachers had ample reasons to
stand by her.
Hoimanti underwent three dialysis sessions
during the course of her Madhyamik, the ses-
sions often running late into the night.
She did not request for any special privilege
and wrote her papers just as her friends did.
All the adversities could not prevent Hoimanti
from scoring 91.57%, with 98 in Geography, 96
in Mathematics, 95 in Life Science, 90 in
Physical Science, 86 in English and 86 again in
Bengali. Take that, fate!

Continued on Page 10
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Neha Agarwal, National
English School 
Courage. An oft-repeated word, perhaps mis-
used frequently. If you want to know what the
word actually means, meet Neha. She never
uses the lift to reach her classes on the top
floor of her school. So what's special about
that? Well, Neha has been afflicted by polio
since birth. Now you know what courage
means. Neha, a synonym for boldness, has
scored 82% in ICSE.

Shreya Saha, Kalyani Public
School, Barasat
Severe visual impairment has affected Shreya
for sure. She egged herself on to become bet-
ter every day. She strived to surpass even her-
self. CGPA of 10 in Class X and 93% in her
Class XII board exams is what she achieved ...
but wait, that's not all. Shreya is an above-
average debater and is known for excellence
in quizzing as well! Chug along, Shreya.

Mangaldeep Mitra,
Christopher Day School,
Kharagpur
Mangaldeep's cancerous left collarbone had to
be removed in 2010 at Tata Memorial. Then

onwards, little Mangaldeep has been unable to
lift his left hand. He was in hospital for an
entire year. That was when he, supported by
his family, decided to take up chess.
Overcoming all odds, he became the U-13
chess champion of West Midnapore in 2017.
He did his country proud by winning the
chess silver at the World Children's Winners
Games held this year in Russia. The initiative
of sending him to Russia was taken by Tata
Memorial. Mangaldeep has now been awarded
a scholarship by TTEF.

Arshia Francis, Loreto House 
Arshia's father was to have dropped her to
school in the morning for her English
Language paper. Having passed away in the
early hours, he could not do so. Arshia paid
homage to her father by appearing for her
exam while his mortal remains awaited her at
Peace Haven (morgue). Resilience suddenly
had a new name. Arshia.

Indrakshi Bhattacharyya,
Delhi Public School, New
Town 
Indrakshi was born with Agenesis of the
Corpus Callosum, a rare condition in which
the Corpus Callosum, the band of white mat-
ter separating the two hemispheres of the
brain, is partially or completely absent. Visual
impairment, low muscle tone and poor motor

coordination are some of the unfortunate fall-
outs of this condition. Due to hypertelorism, a
condition that creates abnormally large dis-
tances between two body parts, Indrakshi can-
not rest both her eyes on the same object at
the same time. Learning disability has been as
much a part of her life as has been her other
conditions. Braving everything that life has
thrown at this little girl, she fights on. And on.

Sudrisha Sengupta, St
Jospeh’s Convent,
Chandannagar
Can you imagine an infant, less than two
months old, contracting cataract? Sudrisha
did. She underwent lensectomy in both her
eyes at the Sankara Nethralaya, Chennai. She
is under constant observation and, quite obvi-
ously, cannot devote the kind of time and ener-
gy in her academic pursuits that one would
normally do. In spite of this, Sudrisha scored
62.2% in ICSE 2017.

Payel Dutta, Santoshpur Rishi
Aurobindo Balika Vidyapith 
Fighting thalassemia since her childhood,
Payel is unable to attend regular school. Only
liquid diet and rapid blood transfusion has
wreaked havoc on her body. She attends school
only on her exam days and is currently
preparing for her Madhyamik next year. Hang

on there, Payel! 

Mouli Sarkar, St Xavier’s
Raiganj 
The affluence that Mouli was used to evapo-
rated suddenly without a trace. Her family
lost whatever wealth it had and went bank-
rupt. The head of the family went missing
ever since. Mouli, along with her mother and
her infant brother, was devastated. So much
so, that Mouli developed serious physical and
psychological ailments. It was a Jesuit Priest's
counselling that gradually brought Mouli
back to life and encouraged her to pick up the
loose ends. She has scored 75% in ISC. This,
we are sure, is just the beginning of the road
for her, not to mention her family.

Meheraj Ali, Gaza High
School, Bandipur
Acute Lymphoblastic Leukemia. A dreaded
disease, a form of cancer, that instills fear
even in the bravest. That's what Meheraj has
been suffering from. The treatment started
after the school organised initial funds. The
uncertainty, the pain, the suffering after every
chemotherapy session (Mehraj has gone
through nearly ten of them) led everyone to
doubt his chances. Mehraj did not, though. He
continues to take adversities head on. TTEF
has awarded him with a scholarship to assist
him in his struggle.
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From Page 11

Suneha Paul, X, Mahadevi
Birla World Academy 

Suneha was detected with Beta Thalassemia
Major when she was an infant of merely four
months. She travelled to Vellore in 2003 for her
bone marrow transplant, but the treatment
failed as her tissues did not match her broth-
er's bone marrow. She enrolled with Mahadevi
Birla World Academy in 2007 as an Upper
Infant student. Malignant malaria struck her

in 2013 and that was unfortunately followed by
chicken pox and dengue in quick succession.
Frequent blood transfusion led to iron
deposits that compelled Suneha to undergo
iron chelation, a process that is both time-con-
suming and painful. Hospitals, quite under-
standably, almost became her second home.
Her school, hence, provided her with the
opportunity of following an open school sys-
tem. Suneha has already completed her first
set of tests in English, Home Science and
Computer Science ... and you know what? She
has completed the fourth year of her drawing
course and is also taking music lessons! Take
a bow, Suneha! 

Harshita Bajaj, The Heritage
School 

Hemiplegia is a condition that affects one side
of the body, caused by injury to parts of the
brain that control movements of the limbs,
trunk, face, etc. Harshita suffers from Left

Sided Hemiplegia that has affected her physi-
cal movements and learning abilities. She was
put in a special programme since Class IV and
was transferred to mainstream in Class IX.
Supported ably by her school and adopting
specific academic strategies, Harshita has
been able to put mind over matter and has
braved everything that has come her way.

Masuma Zainab, Saifee
Golden Jubilee English Public
School 

Masuma suffers from a relatively rare congen-
ital heart disease, the Ebstein's Anomaly, that
prevents the tricuspid valve in her heart from
functioning normally. In spite of this condi-
tion and in spite of understanding that the
condition may well become debilitating one
day, Masuma went on to score 74.6% in her
Class X board exams. She is pursuing Science
in Class XI and hopes to fulfil her mother's
dream by becoming a doctor. We are with you,
Masuma.

Shikrity Roy, Pramila
Memorial Institute

High blood pressure, hormonal imbalance and
being confined to the bed for days on end
could not subdue this doughty girl. Shikrity
views life differently and that's not because
she has vision in only one eye. She views life
as a challenge to be overcome and, oh yes, has-
n't she done everyone proud! Having scored
96% in her ISC 2017, Shikrity is currently pur-

suing Sociology Honours in St Xavier’s
College. Just thought we would mention that
she is unable to take the help of the ubiqui-
tous computer due to her weak eyesight. The
eyes of her mind are quite evidently much
stronger than most. By the way, did we tell you
that Shikrity never asked for extra time or
requested for a writer during her exams?

Prachetas Roy, Calcutta
Public School, Bidhan Park

For a whole year, Prachetas did not draw a sin-

gle line, colour a single letter or write a single
letter of the alphabet in spite of best efforts by
his parents. It was then that little Prachetas
was diagnosed with Attention-Deficit Disorder
and autism. He would not communicate with
his peers nor would he react to the world out-
side. With the help of medication and support
from all concerned, Prachetas gradually devel-
oped his language skills. He still struggles
with logical reasoning, but he has been
improving. His academic results bear testimo-
ny to this. Keep going, Prachetas.

Srija Pan, Army Public
School, Barrackpore 
The meagre pension that Srija's mother
receives was the only resource she had to
bring up her two little daughters after the
unfortunate and untimely death of her hus-
band. Life was not easy but Srija excelled. She
led her school team in yoga and put in stellar

performances in other sports and games.
Misfortune struck in 2016 when sudden black-
outs led to Srija being diagnosed with
Bradyarrhythmia, cardiac dysfunction that
causes the ventricular beats to drop substan-
tially. A cardiac defribillator had to be
implanted. Srija's health, both physical and
mental, went downhill. In spite of all this and
in spite of missing classes for weeks on end,
Srija appeared for her session-ending exams
and fared remarkably well. She now attends
school almost regularly, overcoming her pain
through sheer grit, and continues to hope to

become an athlete. Having won a scholarship
from TTEF, she has only one way to move in
life. Forward.

Ishita Biswas, Sunrise
(English Medium) School

It was in 2013 that little Ishita had a surpris-
ing attack of fever that hovered around 105oF.
She was eventually diagnosed with Systemic
Lupus Erythematosus (SLE), an auto-immune
disease wherein the body's immune system
mistakes the body as a foreign and dangerous
object and attacks it. Frequent fevers, swollen
body parts and hallucination became a part
and parcel of Ishita's life. That did not prevent
her from scoring 93.4% in her ICSE. Two
years down the line, she scored 76% in her ISC
with a whopping 90% in English, although she
could hardly study due to her health issues.
Go, Ishita, go.

Continued on Page 13
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Samarth Agarwal, The Frank
Anthony Public School

Atopic Dermatitis is a skin disease that does
not have a cure, but in most cases, it subsides
or heals by itself with advancing age. In
Samarth's case, however, the disease contin-
ued to worsen. Skin flaking and infection
often causes Samarth to miss his classes. He
continues to take all this in his stride, the
brave boy, and he does it with a smile and with
his spirit soaring.

Arpita Kayal, Vivekananda
Mission School 

With a congenital retinal problem, pain and
blurred vision have been regular companions
to Arpita since her childhood. It was expected
that she would need to give up studies after
middle school due to severe neuronal distur-
bances between her eyes and her brain.
Champions, though, are made of sterner stuff.
In ISC 2017, Arpita scored 80% in Psychology,
84% in Sociology, 71% in Art, 70% in
Geography, 84% in English and 72% in
Bengali. She has now secured admission to
Bethune College with Psychology Hons. Show
the way, Arpita!

Mayank Sipani, Asian
International School

Cerebral palsy has given rise to multiple dys-
functions in Mayank. Due to cervical and seg-
mental dystonia, the muscles on the left side of
his body contract uncontrollably. Acute pain
and spasms are an integral part of his every-
day life. He cannot walk without assistance.
Botox injections, physiotherapy and speech
therapy are critical necessities for him.
Mayank did not allow these telling impedi-
ments to affect his zest for life, and his zest
goes beyond his mere curriculum. A great
quizzer, Mayank's academic records continue
to match his brilliant smile. Here's a fighter if
ever there was one.

Srinjoy Ghosh, St Francis
Xavier School

Born with a congenital deformity, life became
infinitely more difficult for Srinjoy when he
was afflicted with bronchospasm and tachy-
cardia at the age of eight. Living itself became
an exercise in existence. Osteonecrosis
changed his physical appearance for the
worse. One of his kidneys needed a transplant
but that failed even though his mother herself
was the donor. But hey, he continues to take

life head on, one day after another. His atti-
tude may well be a tutor for many of us lesser
mortals.

Deepjyoti Burman, Lions
Calcutta Greater Vidya
Mandir

Afflicted with a rare and resistant form of
rickets, walking is a challenge for Deepjyoti.
He has, quite understandably, lost valuable
time too, but that could not prevent him from
scoring more than 84% in ICSE 2017. Bravo
young man! Do justice to your name by
spreading the light around.

Avra Roy, Lions Calcutta
Greater Vidya Mandir 

Avra's right hand is not quite right. The bone
down the right elbow has not grown enough,
leaving that hand dysfunctional. Unlike most
others who would grumble and blame destiny,
Avra quickly switched over to his left hand. A
student of Class X, Avra is an avid sportsper-
son. His badminton skills have already been
noted. That he is an above-par student is
something that we did need to add as a foot-
note.

Bikramjeet Chanda, La
Martiniere for Boys

While in Class V, Bikramjeet was diagnosed
with learning difficulties. His mental faculties
were slower than normal, thus rendering him
incapable of fluently performing even some
elementary tasks that are otherwise taken for
granted. The same Bikramjeet scored 84% in
Mathematics and 79% in Computer Science in
ISC 2017. He has secured admission to SRM
University, Chennai, where he will pursue
Computer Science, the subject that he is in
love with. Cheers Bikramjeet!

Janhvi Jaiswal, Calcutta Girls’
High School 

Janhvi had a history of transient double
vision in her right eye, though the effects did
reduce after treatment. However, at 11, she
started experiencing gradual impairment of
vision in both her eyes. She was eventually
diagnosed with Sphenoid Sinus Tuberculosis,
a very rare disease indeed that leads to degen-
eration and eventual impairment of vision.
77% in her Class X board exams is what
Janhvi has to show after going through tribu-
lations that would have led many others to
despair. Take the lead, Janhvi.
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