
Saikat Chatterjee, St Luke’s
Day School 
Saikat's body parts have not formed completely
since birth. He cannot speak properly, his hair

does not have normal growth, his vision is not
clear. Recently, he replaced his missing natural
teeth with artificial teeth. He often has to
undergo operation of his body parts. Despite
such problems, Saikat always has a smile on
his face and is very popular among his friends
and teachers. He actively participates in the
school house programmes and is a very good
quizmaster. He is very good in studies as well.

Shubhajit De, Mansur
Habibullah Memorial School
Shubhajit’s struggle began when his father met
with an accident and was completely bedrid-
den. His mother did not know how she would
continue Shubhajit’s education at Mansur

Habibullah Memorial School. But she did not
give up. Shubhajit continued his studies in the
same school, although he failed to pay his fees
often. Sometimes he failed to attend school

because he did not have money to travel. He
studied on his own, without any tuitions, till
Class VIII, clearing all his doubts from his
school teachers. Despite great financial crisis
at home, he scored 90.8% in the ICSE examina-
tions. But lack of money wasn’t the only chal-
lenge. Just before the board exams, he fell ill
with Chickenpox and he suffered throughout
the course of the examination. Soon the entire
family contracted the disease. During the
examinations, despite being sick himself, he
had to cook meals for his family and give them
medicines, and managed time between work to
study. Apart from his own studies, he taught his
little brother and sister. His mother has to man-
age the entire family with an income of just Rs
4000. Before coming to school, all Shubhajit can
afford to eat is a bowl of puffed rice and water.
He remains hungry during school recess so
that he can eat the tiffin before going to the free
tuition class that he has recently joined. To
save the transport cost, he walks to his tuition
class.
Shubhajit also received the Kalyanmoy
Goswami Memorial Scholarship at The
Telegraph School Awards for Excellence 2015.

Adrish Nath, Douglas
Memorial Higher Secondary
School 
Adrish Nath is a student of Class XII. He was
born in a Frank Breech position, and after
birth an internal injury occurred when the
doctors dropped him accidentally.
Consequently, physical developmental issues
and abnormal motor movements were
observed by his parents. After consultation

with doctors, a case of cerebral palsy with spas-
tic left hemiplegic was diagnosed.
On recommendation by one of the doctors, his
parents enrolled him in a general school with
much scepticism. Adrish proved himself to be
academically bright and is a topper in class. He
joined Douglas Memorial in Class VIII. Since
then, he has shown great talent and flair in not
only academics  but also extracurricular activ-
ities, receiving praises and accolades for his
writing, leadership, singing and skills in play-
ing chess. He feels that it is his mental strength
that gives him the power to work hard.

At times he feels depressed and has  difficulty
controlling his emotions, because of the many
challenges he faces, one being the severe physi-
cal pain in the pelvic region. His pelvic bones
have started to dislocate because of the
increase in his weight with age, which is the
cause of the pain in the pelvic region. But this
hasn't deterred him from participating in activ-
ities. He loves coming to school and never miss-
es an opportunity to participate in any event of
the school. He feels school is a place where he
can break away from the monotony of the cage
that he perceives himself to be in. Adrish is an
exceptionally courageous boy.

Ashish Choudhary, Sunrise
(English Medium) School
Ashish Choudhary is a courageous boy. Just
before he could sit for his ICSE examinations
he fell sick with Hepatitis A, a viral liver dis-
ease transmitted through ingestion of contam-
inated food and water. He had prepared well for
the exam, which was to start from 26 February,
but on 24 February he was bedridden with high
fever with temperature soaring upto 103°. He

took his medicine and sat for the first exam.
The temperature would fall for a few hours and
again shoot up, but the fever continued for 7
days. He was unable to eat and would vomit
everything he ate. His parents were very wor-
ried as all the tests that were previously done
showed no signs of the disease. On 3 March a
few more tests were performed, which was
when he was diagnosed with Hepatitis A with
very high bilirubin count.
When the doctors told Ashish’s parents that he
would die if not admitted to a hospital, he
replied, “I shall die if I do not appear for my
exams.” Such was the determination of
Ashish.
The situation was against him but he faced all
the difficulties head-on. He appeared for all his
papers and secured 95.2%, becoming the topper
in his school.

Arna Mondal, Calcutta Public
School, Kalikapur
Arna had just celebrated her 7th birthday on 7
January 2014, when one fine day, she suddenly

felt acute pain in her hip. Everything was
cheerful and perfect for the Mondal family and
little did they know of the ensuing misfortune.
The recurring pain soon became unbearable
for little Arna. Her parents went to several hos-
pitals but did not get any positive result. The
doctors prescribed pain-killers but that gave
her temporary relief. Arna's parents then took
her to Dr Mary Acharya, who first suspected
something serious and suggested the family to
visit Vellore (Chennai, for better medical assis-
tance.
By now the parents had already spent a huge
amount on the innumerable medical tests of
Arna. Arna started missing school due to her
ill health. She was frequently down with high
fever and constant vomiting. She was then
taken to Dr Apurbo Ghosh, who suggested an
MRI test. The test reported an abnormal bone
marrow (BM) signal. The doctor advised
Arna’s parents to take her to Tata Medical
Centre as he suspected cancer. Arna was
rushed to Chennai for her further treatment
under Dr Revathi Raj of the Hope Team. For 17
long days, little Arna went through different
tests. After an OT, a bone marrow biopsy was
conducted, which confirmed the malignancy. 7-
year-old Arna was diagnosed with
Lymphoblastic Lymphoma.
Dr Revathi Raj began treating Arna. The treat-
ment however required a lot of money, which
the parents did not have. Arna’s father, whose
only source of income was his small grocery
shop, was already going through a tough time
managing his finances for the treatment. But
the brave couple did not give up.
Arna's grandfather's entire salary went for the
treatment. Her grandmother would sit in the
grocery shop in Calcutta in Arna's father's
absence. In Chennai, where living is expensive,
Arna's parents spent days without food. They
lived with the hope that Arna will be fine soon.
Arna's treatment with chemotherapy started
from 28 June 2014.
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Her physical condition weakened with the
chemo sessions and the doctor advised the par-
ents to continue the entire treatment for the
next 7 months in Chennai as she was not in a
position to be shifted back to Calcutta. To add
to their problems, the doctors estimated a cost
of about 10 lakhs for the treatment, called
Induction Chemo.
Arna's father sent messages to friends and rel-
atives seeking help. Luckily, financial aid start-
ed pouring in from all quarters. Parents of
Arna's school friends raised funds to support
them. Even Dr Revathi arranged for some very
expensive medicine from the Sai Trust of
Chennai. The brave little girl fought against all
odds and sustained the extreme pain caused by
induction chemo. Her diet, habits and move-
ment were restricted. Induction chemo was so
painful that her veins bled. After about 8
months, Arna was released from the hospital.
She was clinically fit and ready to resume her
normal life but under certain restrictions. The
doctor recommended another two years of
maintenance chemotherapy to be carried out
in Calcutta. The brave girl had won her life's
biggest battle with all her courage.

Aritra Dhar, Calcutta Public
School, Bidhan Park
Aritra Dhar was born a normal child. In 2014,
his parents noticed a tumour like growth in the

neck region of his body. After immediate con-
sultation with a physician, followed by an
FNAC test, it was revealed that Aritra was suf-
fering from Hodgkin's Lymphoma (Stage 2 A), a
type of cancer (Cervical Lymphadenopathy).
His treatment started at the Tata Medical
Centre, Rajarhat, under Dr Arpita
Bhattacharjee, a Paediatric Oncologist.
Chemotherapy was given to him twice. But the
painful treatment could not be continued
because he could not tolerate the severity of
the radio waves, its side effects and reactions.
In spite of the challenges of this terminal dis-
ease, Aritra has shown immense courage to
lead a normal life. He attends classes regularly
and never skips examinations. It is his
indomitable spirit which drives him to sail the
turbulent sea of life.

Bushaira Ali, St Thomas’ Day
School
Bushaira Ali is from an extremely poor family
but she has shown true courage by continuing
her education. With an alcoholic father, a
younger brother and no income to support the
family, her mother decided to begin work in a
small beauty parlour with a monthly salary of
Rs 4,000. Her father was diagnosed with tuber-
culosis and psychosomatic neuralgia and later

cancer. He is currently being treated in a free
hospital in Thakurpukur.
Keeping the family financial condition in
mind, Bushaira, at a very early age, began
working in a call centre. She would attend
school in the morning and work till very late
every evening. This routine continued even
during her ICSE examinations, which she
cleared with a 62% aggregate. Bushaira is
presently studying in Class XI in the
Commerce stream, and is eagerly looking for-
ward to making a bright future for herself.

Syed Asim Wazi, Apeejay
School, Park Street
Asim was born a normal child, with a weight of
any normal child. His parents sensed some-
thing wrong when he was a year old. His
growth was however normal till the age of
three. After that he started complaining of
pain while walking and sitting. He was under
regular check-up from age one. His parents
consulted a number of doctors. The disease
diagnosed is called Mucopolysaccharidosis,
which disables proper growth of the body and
the bones disorderly spread to wherever it

finds a place. In 2001, while watching news on
television, his parents came across a doctor
from Apollo Hospitals, Delhi, who had rectified
a similar case. With a lot of hope in their
hearts, they took Asim to Delhi but upon inves-
tigation by the same doctor, the parents were
told that nothing could be done. They consulted
another doctor at Spinal Hospital, in Delhi, but
the answer was the same. In 2004, Asim joined
The Apeejay School. There he was shown a lot
of love by the Principal Mrs Chatterjee, and the
teachers and students. In 2010, his parents
came across another doctor from Mumbai,
named Dr Ashok Johri. After investigation, he
assured them that he will be able to do surger-
ies that will help Asim to stand and walk. A
series of surgeries were conducted, the first
one in 2012. His first surgery was conducted in
2012, in Lilavati Hospital, Mumbai, followed by
two more surgeries, where his plates were
removed. Each surgery lasted 7-8 hours.
Despite all the adversities, Asim has a strong
desire to study. Asim is now in Class XI, pursu-
ing Commerce, studying subjects like Gender
Studies, Human Rights, Formation of
Financial Marketing Accounts, Business stud-
ies and English.

Sayan Basu, The Assembly of
God Church School, Park
Street
The three Singh siblings had lost their parents
at a very tender age and were totally devastat-
ed. Sukhjit Singh was one of them. The honour
that he received in the year 2005, compelled
him to work hard and aspire for success in life.

He topped his school in the Madhyamik 2013
with a 100 in Mathematics. Sukhjit is now in St
Lawrence School in Class XI (Science). He has
been given part-scholarship. His school has
committed to fund his education right through
graduation. In return, Sukhjit has committed
that once he establishes himself in life, he will
help one child who will be facing the odds in
life to continue education.

Ibrahim Naeem Hararwala,
Saifee Golden Jubilee English
Public School
Ibrahim suffers from Epidermolysis Bullosa, a
rare skin disease. It is a condition, where blis-
ters develop all over the body throughout the
year and aggravates during summers. Blisters

form under his feet, rendering him incapable of
walking for days. Blisters sometimes form
inside his eyes leaving him virtually blind and
unable to open his eyes for days. Blisters even
grow inside his throat, and he has difficulty
swallowing food. On his left knee is a chronic
sore, requiring dressing every day for the past
five years. At the slightest friction his delicate
skin slides off. There is presently no cure for
his condition except for an ointment applied
for quick healing of the blisters. His painful
condition compelled him to stay indoors and
study at home with tuition teachers. He goes to
school only for special classes and examina-
tions. His teachers and classmates help him
out. Deprived of normal school life, Ibrahim
would be most enthusiastic for the examina-
tions at school as it gave him the opportunity to
get the 'feel' of school and school life. He is the
only child of his parents, who sacrificed the
desire to have another child, so that they could
give their best to Ibrahim. But nothing could
deter the indomitable spirit of this brave go-
getter, who despite such extreme challenges,
went on to score 85% marks in the ICSE (2013)
and 80% in the ISC examinations (2014). He is
currently pursuing a correspondence course in
B.Com from IGNOU. His dream is to become a
Chartered Accountant.

Pallavi Saha, St Augustine's
Day School, Barrackpore
Pallavi Saha does not have a mother. She even
lost her father when she was writing her ISC
examinations. She secured 80% marks in ISC
2015.
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Amilya Periera, Loreto Day
School, Sealdah
Amilya belongs to a family of 8 members. Her
father worked for many years as a food vendor
in a mobile roadside eatery, while her mother
worked as a housemaid in houses in the nearby
high rise buildings. She has a paternal aunt
who works in a sari shop as a counter sales girl.
The family live in one tiny hovel like room in a
small slum community beside a market, which

sells fresh produce such as vegetables, fruits,
fish, meat and other livestock. The area and
surroundings are very polluted, wet, slushy
and has a few garbage dumps nearby. The liv-
ing area is just 12/12 feet with a common toilet,
bathing and washing facilities and a corner of
this room is used for cooking. The women sleep
inside while the men sleep on mats on the pave-
ment, which is a problem during the mon-
soons. The father developed a drinking habit,
which progressed into alcoholism. This result-
ed in severe domestic violence and abuse of
every sort. As a result Amilya suffered long
and frequent absences from school and was
forced to work at petty jobs by her father to pay
for his drink. For some time, she with her
mother and sister, lived on the campus of
Loreto Sealdah. Here, the mother worked as the
Rainbow Housemother. This infuriated the
father so much that he would harass them
every day to return home. In desperation, the
mother and girls returned home to the vicious
life. Amilya remained focussed on her studies
and would escape the wrath of her father to
study under the street lamp. One day, the father,
while in a drunken state, tore all her books
because he wanted Amilya to get a job. Amilya
stuck back all her books with gum made of
flour, and long after everyone was asleep, she
would creep out to study by the street late into
the night. She appeared for the Uccha
Madhyamik examinations  to just secure a
passing mark, but got through with 72% marks.
The father has advanced tuberculosis and
there is a high risk of Amilya catching the dis-
ease. Amilya is a very brave, courageous and
strong willed person. She is a survivor and a
fighter.

Zainab, Kalyani Public
School, Barasat 

Zainab is a girl who has fought all the odds
head-on to survive in a harsh world of poverty.
She stood against child marriage at a very
young age and was saved by Aradhana, an

orphanage where she lives. She was awarded
the Bravery Award by the Govt. of West
Bengal. She was studying at Kalyani Public
School, Barasat (free education was provided to
her) and is now an employee too! 

Prithwish Sannigrahi,  
St Patrick’s H.S. School,
Asansol
In the month of October 2013, Prithwish felt a
slight fever. With the passage of time, the mys-
terious fever intensified. His parents were dis-
tressed and the doctors struggled to find a
cause. After much investigation, a lung biopsy
revealed the truth - he was suffering from
ALCL (Anaplastic Large Cell Lymphoma), a
rare variant of blood cancer that had spread to
the lungs. He was rushed to Tata Medical
Centre, Calcutta. Here, he was put on an EIC-
NHL regimen, a European protocol involving
six cycles of highly cytotoxic chemotherapic
drugs. The chemotherapic drugs brought on
fierce bouts of nausea and hospital food did
nothing to improve his appetite. His parents
brought him home cooked food for lunch,
which was the only meal he relished. His blood
counts dropped to precipitous levels, exposing
his body to dangerous infections. After three
months of gruelling chemotherapy, he
returned to a world free of saline drips and nee-
dles. He joined back school, which was the hap-
piest day of his life. After a year of trials and
tribulations, alleviated by the incessant sup-
port and encouragement of his friends and
teachers, he was able to top his class in the
ICSE examinations, with 97.4% marks. Today,
nearly six months later, he is still on medica-
tions. The three-month long ordeal that
changed his life in more ways than he can enu-
merate, has also changed him. He is a more
humble person, one who does not take life for
granted.

Nisha Debnath, Army Public
School, Barrackpore 

Nisha Debnath is a student of APS,
Barrackpore, studying in Class XI
(Humanities). She has been suffering from
physical disability since her birth. She comes

to school on a wheel chair and moves around
the school on the same. She displays grit and
determination to surmount all odds and obsta-
cles. With time she has learnt to take them in
her stride. She has proved her academic acu-
men in Class X. She aspires to be an IAS
Officer.

Sansthita Sen, South Point
High School

Sansthita Sen is presently studying in Class IX
in South Point High School, Calcutta. She was
born with physical challenges. This was not
evident at the beginning and only started show-
ing when she was growing up. She was taken to
a number of specialist doctors across the coun-
try but no abnormality, other than structural
deformity, could be detected (which could be
treated and cured).
She was also taken to C.M.C. Vellore for a com-
plete body scan and a thorough check up. At
present she stands overweight with shorter
limbs than of a normal child of her age, and
bowed legs. But the real concern is the ever
increasing difficulty for Sansthita to move
around and perform her daily activities with
the ease of a normal child.
It is only her spirit that is taking her through
difficult times. Because of her physical defects
it is very difficult for her to be in a particular
posture for a long period or walk for a long
stretch. In her earlier years, she was good at
dancing and loved sports a lot.
Even today she loves to dance but can do so
only for a very short duration. She responds to
tunes with hand gestures while sitting.
In spite of all this, she climbs stairs, stands in
the queue and walks along with her friends and
family members. She has participated success-
fully in karate classes in school. She has never
asked her parents or teachers to arrange for a
lift. She carries her school bag and personal
luggage all by herself. She prefers to perform
all her activities by herself.
Though she faces many challenges daily, she
never alienates herself from the others nor
does she feel depressed. Her indomitable spirit
has taken her to different levels of understand-
ing reality, however harsh it may be. Her
undaunted spirit has enabled her to successful-
ly participate in nature camps and trekking
activites. Her effort and participation was
appreciated with a special award by the organ-
isation that arranged the camping activities.
Sansthita is also an avid swimmer and table
tennis player.
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Sumit Shekhar, Lakshmipat
Singhania Academy

Sumit joined LSA in Class IX in 2011. Having
a classmate with special needs (Duchene
Muscular Dystrophy) was a new experience
for the entire class. Incidentally, the day he
joined was the FA 1 assessment for English
and the assessment was based on unseen
passage comprehension and grammar.
Sumit opted to sit for the assessment and he
scored 90% that day. His beautiful handwrit-
ing and neat presentation of work defied the
effort that he had to put in for simple things
as lifting his hand on to the table to write.
Sumit was successful in transforming the
curiosity of his classmates into admiration
and unconditional mutual trust in no time.
Each and every student of the class depend-
ed on Sumit to clarify their doubts or learn-
ing something in any subject. Sumit's suc-
cess in every test was celebrated every time.
His cheerful and courteous demeanour won
everyone's heart. He chaired the Core
Committee of exe. BIT 2014 which is an
Inter-School Fest. Right from planning to
overseeing, the execution was very ably han-
dled by him. Over the years, his physical
stamina has been declining but not his
courage and determination.
He passed class XII with flying colours and
will always be fondly remembered by his
teachers who have high hopes for his future.
He aims to be a Computer Engineer.
Qualifying for IIT is a step closer to realising
his dream. In a way, this is also the dream of
each of his classmates who have been his
admirer and relentless supporter always.

Sumit was not present at the Vidya
Mandir ceremony to accept his award. It
was only after the Science City ceremo-
ny that we learnt he’s no more with us.
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Aroni Banerjee, Tribeni
Tissues Vidyapith 

Aroni Banerjee, a student of Class XII
(Commerce) of Tribeni Tissues Vidyapith, has
been studying in this school from Lower KG.
She is an exceptionally talented student who
fought all odds bravely and faced innumerable
challenges to climb the ladder of success step
by step inspite of being deprived of sight in her
right eye. She had suffered a blockage in her
right eye at a tender age and it was too late to be
diagnosed, healed up or move for treatment or
surgery.
She is not only good in academics but is also a
good dancer. Her tremendous willpower, deter-
mination and competitive zeal will truly lead
her forward. She is our pride, whom one can
admire and emulate.

Ishan Palit, Birla High School
From October 2014, Ishan’s life suddenly under-
went a sea change. He was 18 years old. His
mother was suffering from continuous fever
for two weeks. Her treatment began at home
and Ishan’s study room turned into a hospital
cabin. It is difficult to focus on studies when
something like this happens in your house.
Ishan tried hard to concentrate in his studies,
thinking that his mother would not like her ill-
ness to affect his results. After a few days his
mother was shifted to a hospital. She was diag-
nosed with an auto immune disease called
Sarcoidosis and had contracted disseminated
Tuberculosis and the medication she was on
was totally futile. As her situation worsened
his father and other relatives decided to shift

her to PGI, Chandigarh. She was admitted
there on 4 December. After two months of suf-
fering Ishan’s mom passed away on 13
December 2014. His dad was in Chandigarh
with her the entire time. It was his friends who
visited and informed Ishan that his mom was
no more. He could not accept the fact at first.
But the next day when he realised it, he just
could not stop the tears from flowing.
In January 2015, Ishan appeared for the school
selection exams. It was difficult for him to
focus on his studies as the thoughts of his
mother clouded his mind. His father, friends
and teachers kept on motivating him to work
hard before his exam. He gave his very best in
the practical exams held in February. March
was a crucial month and the brave boy some-
how held through the exam successfully. He
fractured his leg while returning from an
evening stroll in April but went on to appear for
WBJEE.

Shwarya Singh, The
Bhawanipur Gujarati
Education Society School 

In March 2013, Shwarya suddenly began to lose
weight rapidly along with severe bouts of stom-
ach ache. By October things worsened with
occasional fever, which made her even weaker.
Loss of appetite resulted in remarkable loss of
weight from 55 kgs to 35 kgs by December. She
was then diagnosed with acute Tuberculosis of
the intestine. Her haemoglobin level dropped to
3 g/dl which should otherwise be 14.5 g/dl. She
was administered 14 bottles of blood to sta-
bilise her fast receding haemoglobin level.
Between March-September, 2014, when she was
in Class X, she underwent  several major oper-

ations including the removal of appendix, gall
bladder and portions of her small and large
intestines due to bowel obstruction. Her condi-
tion made her unfit for studies and she became
completely bed ridden.
Despite being requested by the Headmaster to
skip the preliminary examination of Class X,
she decided to write her papers directly from
the hospital bed. Her undaunted spirit and
undying hope fetched her 65% marks in ICSE
Examination 2015. She did not fail to maintain,
rather surpassed her previous academic
records of 53% marks in Class X preliminary
examination and 43% marks in Class IX annu-
al examination.

Soham Chakraborty, St
Xavier's Institution, Panihati

Soham Chakraborty of Class V had undergone
a brain surgery three years ago. In 2011, he had

undergone a cysto-peritoneal shunt surgery.
When he was 9 years old, he was admitted with
known anterior third ventricle arachnoid cyst
for surgical excision. He was also diagnosed
with congenital hydrocephalus. He is on treat-
ment for precocious puberty since 2010, on
GNRH analogues. He was also diagnosed with
supersellar arachnoid cyst in 2011. He has also
suffered from gait ataxia since he was only 2
years old. He is still under medication and has
to take a painful injection, each of which costs
Rs 40,000.
He is so weak that he has to reach his class by
using the lift. But mentally, he is so strong that
he has made his obstacles, his strengths. He is
always present in class, eager to learn and is
the most disciplined student in the class. In the
last annual examination, he scored 85% marks.

Pratisruti Mustafy, St John's
Diocesan Girls' H.S. School

Pratisruti suffers from cerebral palsy. Since the
nature of her disability is congenital, she  is
not likely to respond to any sort of treatment.
Her percentage of permanent disability is 65%.
In spite of her physcial problems, Pratisruti
secured 76.4% in the H.S. Examination of 2015
with above 80% marks in Bengali and 90% in
English.
She passed the Madhyamik securing a 1st divi-
sion with aggregate above 65%. She has also
put up dance shows in her school.

Uzma Jawed, Tarapore
School, Jamshedpur

Uzma joined the school in the year 2004. She
was a perfectly healthy girl, learning and

laughing with her classmates.
Through her preliminary years, she won lau-
rels and created a name for herself in the
school. She won the first English Elocution
contest ever held at the school when the highest
batch reached Class V. By the time she was in
Class VII, her parents and teachers noticed that
all was not well. Within the next couple of
years she was detected with multiple sclerosis.
Uzma's life changed drastically after this ill-
ness. She had to undergo painful procedures at
the hospital. Post surgery, she had to return
with her head shaved. Her limbs were very
unsteady and her brain functioned slower. She
could not study like her other classmates nor
could she run and play with them. However,
Uzma is not one to give up, she's a fighter.

The Telegraph In Schools Monday December 14 - December 20  2015
Published from Calcutta

1313THE TELEGRAPH SCHOOL AWARDS 2015

Continued on Page 14

Every year, at The Telegraph School Awards for Excellence, The Surrendra Paul Memorial Award for Courage honours students
who have fought the odds, faced challenges head-on and won! Students whom we can admire and emulate! 

Read and be inspired by their stories. 

Aroni Banerjee, Tribeni Tissues Vidyapith Pratisruti Mustafy, St John's Diocesan Girls' H.S. School

Soham Chakraborty, St Xavier's Institution, Panihati Shwarya Singh, The Bhawanipur Gujarati Education Society School

TTIS N  Page13.qxd  07/12/15  18:32  Page 1



The Telegraph In Schools Monday December 14 - December 20  2015

Published from Calcutta

1414 THE TELEGRAPH SCHOOL AWARDS 2015

Every year, at The Telegraph School Awards for Excellence, The Surrendra Paul Memorial Award for Courage honours students
who have fought the odds, faced challenges head-on and won! Students whom we can admire and emulate! 

Read and be inspired by their stories. 

From Page 13
Uzma is not always treated well. Classmates
are not always sensitive and patient. But
instead of complaining or hating, Uzma helps
others who are weak.
She walks up to members of the sub-staff and
teaches them how to speak in English. You will
often see her spending time with the sub-staff
teaching them.
Uzma works very hard to improve herself. She
pays keen attention in class, takes extra help
from her classmates, teachers and the
Principal and is willing to put in extra hours to
improve in academics.
During the summer vacation, she requested
the Principal for some extra classes for her and
came to school every day.
Uzma is expected to help with housework every
day and at the same time, attend a number of
tuitions. At home she faces a daily onslaught of
comparisons made between her and her broth-
er, as her parents seem to want to scold her
back to good health, finding it hard to cope with
the trauma themselves.
Uzma always had a flair for English and is try-
ing to regain her strength in that field; she has
made an attempt to memorise a prayer and
recite it on stage and she did well. She also tries
to elocute and read in class.
Uzma exudes a natural warmth with people
and is often given the duty of welcoming guests
and taking care of them. She does it with love
and care.

Debaditya Das, Delhi Public
School, Megacity 

It is a fascinating fact of life that when engulfed
in darkness we always find a way towards light,
when forsaken we find greatest strength in
ourselves. In 2010, an accident rendered
Debaditya Das of Delhi Public School,
Megacity, nearly blind. Even the doctors
became very apprehensive.
A rigorous routine of operations and medica-
tions over the years kept the vision alive in
Debaditya's eyes, just to a manageable degree.
But even as the external vision got dimmer, the
internal sparks got more intense and vibrant.
The light became faint, but the fire in
Debaditya's will was indomitable. Supported
by the Principal, Indrani Sanyal, Headmistress
Sharmila Mitra, his parents, taechers, family,
and friends, especially Upasana Sinha,
Debaditya fought the challenge of having a sev-
ered impaired retina, which made his eyes
ache and water while studying, even after sev-
eral operations.
A major operation in his eyes just three
months before his ISC examination was a huge
challenge for Debaditya.
Though his vision improved, yet the strain of
multiple surgeries on the eyes implied that the
essential organs had become more sensitive,
delicate and ravaged. But no amount of surger-
ies could make our champion's will fragile.
Debaditya became more resolved, his faith in
himself was unwavering and absolute.
He took the ISC Examination 2015 and did glo-
riously for himself and the entire DPS,
Megacity family.
His is a story of rare resilience, exemplary
faith and astounding manifestation of human
resolve and faith.

Pratyush Mukherjee, St
Luke’s School

Pratyush is unable to walk and he has to
depend on the wheel chair. Yet, shortcoming
has never stood in his way. He is the first rank
holder of his class and is extremely talented in
singing. He is very popular among his friends
and teachers and is loved by them. Pratyush's
parents are a great support for him and what
he is, it is because of them. In spite of their

child's physical challenges, they are struggling
hard to provide Pratyush a better place in the
world.

Saikat Chatterjee, St Luke’s
Day School 

Saikat's body parts had not formed fully since
birth. He cannot speak properly, his hair does
not have normal growth, his vision is not clear.
Recently, he has been given artificial teeth. He
has to undergo operations in different parts of
his body, quite often. Yet with all his problems,
Saikat is very popular among his friends and
teachers; he actively participates in the house
programmes and is a very good quizmaster and
very good in his studies.

Bishal Shaw, Shree Hanuman
Jute Mills Hindi High School

Bishal Shaw is in Class X. His father is an auto
rickshaw driver. His economic condition is not
too sound but he is determined to impart good
education to his son. He is eager to change the
financial condition of his family by educating
his son. Bishal is not only a meritorious stu-
dent but is also a good cricketer of the school
team. He has also received many awards from
many schools. He always takes part in the cul-
tural programmes in his school and is also the
school captain of Swach Bharat Abhiyan. He is
energetic and is very popular among the stu-
dents of the school.

Arnav Mukherjee, Calcutta
Public School, Bidhan Park 

Arnav Mukherjee is a special child by birth. He
was born premature and had problems with
his right leg and right eye. Operations had been
done on both of these organs to rectify the
impairment. But the challenge to regain nor-
malcy in the functioning of these organs con-
tinues. Due to very high power in his right eye
(-6), he cannot study for long hours at a stretch.
But, the challenge could not defeat his will to
excel. He has got certificates of merit in
English & Mathematics.
His impairment could not restrict him from
participating in school sports. Last year, he
won second prize in the event 'Go As You Like'
by posing as a Honey Bee. Arnav is a well man-
nered and obedient student. In spite of his
physical inabilities, he participates in all kinds
of activities in school.
His mental agility is remarkable and he has got
sound knowledge of computer. Arnav is a tal-
ented singer as well. He is truly a courageous
boy who won over his challenges to establish
himself equal to other students.

Kinjal Samanta, Calcutta
Public School, Bidhan Park 

Kinjal's journey upto this Class VI has not been
easy at all. He was born a normal child. His
parents began to have apprehensions when
even at the age of one and a half, he could not
speak a word. He only tried to express himself
with gestures. His parents admitted him to a
local school so that he could learn speaking by
interacting with other children. They also con-
sulted their family physician and as advised by
him, they contacted Dr Apurba Ghosh, a child
specialist. As advised by Dr Ghosh, certain
tests (including BAER) were conducted.
Dr Ghosh told them to wait for two more
months for Kinjal to speak. After waiting for
two months, he advised further tests. But in the
meantime, Kinjal started uttering one or two
words like “Baba” and “Ma”. However, even
after one year he could not speak in an organ-
ised manner and was not conscious about his
belongings unlike other children. He could
speak only the words his parents taught him.
His parents admitted him to the pre-primary
class at Salt Lake Central School.
The School complained to his parents that
Kinjal instead of sitting in his seat, walks
around the classroom. But surprisingly, he did
well in the examination. When his parents
shifted residence, he was admitted to Calcutta
Public School, Bidhan Park, in Upper KG. The
class teacher observed that he would to stare at
the fan and speak to himself. His parents were
duly informed. He also started throwing
tantrums.
The Principal of the School advised his parents
to consult a doctor. They took him to Dr
Bhargabi Chatterjee Bhattacharya. They also
contacted Kolkata Monobikash Kendra and
then took him to CMC, Vellore. About two years
ago, Kinjal's IQ test was conducted at Raja
Bazar Science College (i.e. Service Programme
Unit, Department of Applied Psychology,
Calcutta University).
It was found that Kinjal's social age was only
4.5 years when he was actually 10 years old.
Even with the handicap, Kinjal tries hard, and
is currently in Class VI. Instead of drowning in
despair, he loves music and sings to banish his
gloom. He learns drawing to express his
thoughts in lines and colours.

Madhusrija Dutta, Calcutta
Public School, Bidhan Park

Madhusrija Dutta is a gifted child. All autistic
children are gifted with some special artistic
skills. Madhusrija has a keen interest in music
and has an uncanny ability to pick up any song
within a very short period of time, after listen-
ing to it.
Her challenge with speech was first identified

by her parents and they took her to the N.I.O. H.
Campus for diagnosis and treatment. There,
the doctors found mild autism along with
speech and language related difficulties. A reg-
ular school and speech therapy were pre-
scribed.
Special educational assistance was also provid-
ed to enhance the pace of learning to upkeep
with the standard. It is not easy, but
Madhusrija and her parents made it possible.
In 2010, her parents took her to Dr J.R. Ram, a
renowned consultant and psychiatrist for fur-
ther treatment. Attending mainstream school
and taking the assistance of a special educator
were once again prescribed.
Continuous counselling, assistance from spe-
cial educators, endless efforts of her parents
and school teachers made her move on in life.
Her challenge with speech and language, her
challenge with attention disorder could not
stop her from achieving various skills in life.
Along with her studies, she has successfully
completed 'Adya' and Madhya Diploma in
'Kathak Nritya' awarded by Bangiya Sangeet
Parishad (affiliated to Rabindra Bharti
University) in 1st and 2nd divisions respective-
ly. From the same institution she has also
received 'Adya' Diploma in painting and passed
the same in 1st division.

Vinay Sheth, the Bhawanipur
Gujarati Education Society
School

Vinay Sheth, then a student of Class IX, was
detected with defective left eye with no plates
in November 2013.
He was soon referred to a neurologist by the
consultant eye surgeon. An MRI of the brain
showed that he was suffering from
Neurocystecercosis. It is a form of infectious
parasitic disease when cysts form and grow
within the brain caused by infection of tape-
worm found in pigs. In December 2013, he was
hospitalised with jaundice, anaemia, fever,
cough and significant weight loss. He weighed
32 kgs. In June 2014, when he was in Class X, he
was diagnosed with left optic pathway dysfunc-
tion.
He was treated with Albendazole therapy for
optimal killing of cysts and is still under med-
ication. He was admitted to hospital for treat-
ment quite frequently, which affected his stud-
ies. Each time, he insisted on early discharges
and attended school to ensure that the
Council's minimum requirement of 75% atten-
dance, is maintained.
He appeared in the ICSE Examination under
heavy doses of medicine and in between visits
to the hospital. Vinay  fought all odds to secure
93.8% marks in ICSE Examination 2015. He
maintained his usual academic standard as he
scored 88% marks in the preliminary examina-
tion and 78% marks in Class IX annual exami-
nation.

Rucheka Jain, XI, La
Martiniere for Girls 

Rucheka has many achievements to her name.
She taught the underprivileged children living
in the India-Bangladesh border with the help of
the BSF. She  exhibited and sold 12 paintings to
raise money for the earthquake victims of
Nepal in association with the Nepal Consulate
and the WFUNA Foundation.
She did social work at Pronam, an initiative of
The Kolkata Police. She is the founder of Econ
Society at school, which is essentially a club,
consisting of members who meet to discuss
various economic issues weekly. An active
member of the Girl Guides at school, she has
been appointed the Assistant Petrol Leader.
Rucheka secured 95% marks in ICSE 2015.

Subhankar Mahatof Balurghat High School, 100% visually challenged student. In the Madhyamik he obtained 423
marks with an aggregate of 60.4% and in the Higher Secondary he obtained 411 with 82.2%  aggregate. TTEF

felicitated Subhankar with The Courage Award and a Scholarship at the Vidya Mandir Ceremony.
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