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Reedhi Ghosh, Rishi
Aurobindo Memorial
Academy 

Reedhi Ghosh is a student of Class VI of Rishi
Aurobindo Memorial Academy. She is a bright
and brilliant child who can be described as an
epitome of self independence and confidence.
Reedhi lost her mother to dengue recently.

Since then, she has been staying with her ail-
ing grandmother as her dad has to be away due
to his job. Reedhi not only takes care of herself
and her studies all alone, but also does all the
house work and takes care of her ailing grand-
ma. For four consecutive terms, Reedhi
achieved the first rank in her class.

Sourodip Chandra, Calcutta
Emmanuel School

Sourodip was born with multiple physical dis-
abilities. He had a cleft palate. When he was 1
1/2 years old, corrective surgery was per-
formed. Although he has learned to talk, his
speech is not clear because of his cleft tongue.
In addition, he has webbed fingers and toes. A

severe eye problem was diagnosed as well. The
tear ducts do not function. His eyes water con-
tinuously. He suffers from severe kidney and
bladder problem. He joined the Calcutta
Emmanuel School in Nursery. He is now in
Class VII in spite of his multiple challenges

and dreams to become a police officer. His
father works in a shop and struggles to meet
his son’s emotional, psychological and educa-
tional needs.

Disha J. Doshi
On 10 May 2015, Disha experienced one of the
worst nightmares a twelve-year-old could pos-
sibly encounter. She was in Kufri that day with
her family, the elevated site in Shimla. The
snow and ice on the mountains around them
seemed enticing and their excitement seemed
to know no bounds. Since it was a long, tedious
and narrow climb ahead, each of them hired a
horse. Despite all the woollens they were laden
with, they could still feel the chill. Everything
seemed pleasant until there was a sudden
change in the weather and an unexpected
cloudburst occurred in the sky. The family
decided to go down to the hotel when suddenly
all hell broke loose. The horses, hearing the
huge uproar in the clouds, turned berserk.
They knocked all of them and started heading
down the 6000 feet deep valley in haste. The
family were dropped to the floor by the horses.
Disha landed on her right arm, but her right

leg got stuck in the stirrup. She was dragged
down the deep valley brushing against the
stones and boulders on the way. Disha sudden-
ly and almost miraculously remembered her
mother's words of wisdom. She felt an over-
powering strength deep inside and tried to kick
the horse away so that she could be free.
Meanwhile, her father had come to her aid and
was trying to pull her away holding her waist.
She was approaching a huge boulder and she
had to do something. So she kicked her leg hard
and was successful in breaking free. Disha
experienced excruciating pain in her right
hand. Three rods were inserted in her arm
through surgery. She cleared her SA1 exams
with A2 grade.

Sudarson Sengupta, Burnpur
Riverside School

On 7 June 2016 around 11:45 a.m., while coming
out of the coaching institute, Sudarson’s right
hand got stuck to a high tension live wire (440v)
passing in close proximity to the balcony.
He was hospitalised for 2 months - flapped with
abdomen for 28 days, skin grafting and vacuum
therapy. On 14 June, his right hand from mid
forearm had to be amputated due to develop-
ment of dry gangrene. The injury affected his
right thigh and left his limbs with deep burn
injury. Presently Sudarson is one-handed, and
unable to perform his daily chores by himself.
He is on extensive physiotherapy, medicines

and dressings. At the moment his biggest chal-
lenge is to cover the vast syllabus of Class XI
(Science) and score good marks, even though
he is unable to write due to contracture. He is
still endeavouring to be regular in his studies
and making every effort to start writing.

Raghav Chandak, The
Heritage School

Raghav suddenly developed a back pain. Since
he is a sportsman, his mother thought it to be a
muscular pain. Even after treatment, the pain
persisted. He developed coughing, fever, water
in the chest and a tumour that had to be oper-
ated. In April last year, Raghav was diagnosed
with Lmphoblastic Lymphoma. He was in the
hospital for 6 weeks and had to undergo
chemotherapy for a week every month. He felt
weak and could devote only two hours to his
studies. He couldn't go to school as a result he
attended school for only 2 months out of 12. His
cousin, Sourav, helped him out with his stud-

ies. Raghav scored 95.8% in his ICSE examina-
tion and is studying Science in Class XI. He is
also preparing for the IIT entrance exam.

Acharya Adhya, Delhi Public
School, Howrah

Acharya’s mother, Mrs Adhya, lost two sons in
mishaps. She is therefore always extra protec-
tive of Acharya. On 29 October 2015, he had
such severe loose motion that he had to be
admitted to an ICU. The very next day, he suf-
fered a paralytic attack on his spinal cord. He
could not sit or stand and had to undergo
painful lumbar puncture tests that revealed
that it was the fatal Transverse Myelitis. The
sensation in his urinary bladder was lost and
he was paralysed below the  knee. His treat-
ment continued with medicines and scores of
needle pricks regularly. The 14-year-old
Acharya would rattle names of medicines  and
give details of his ailments to his teachers who
would come to visit him. He could not attend

school but secured 80% in Class VIII. His
achievements include 3rd place in BITM Young
Climate Summit on water conservation. He
still suffers from acute respiratory problems
and diabetes and has to wear special shoes, but
these were no hindrances for Acharya from
becoming the headboy of DPS, Howrah.

Nilesh Agarwal, Delhi Public
School, Megacity

Nothing is as dark and as devastating as the
death of a loved one. Nilesh Agarwal faced a
similar tragedy when in February 2016 on the
eve of an ISC Viva, he had to take a taxi and
rush to a city hospital, having received a call
from his mother that his father was being
taken to the hospital as a desperate life saving
measure. But by the time he reached the hospi-
tal, his father had already passed away. When
Nilesh's relatives got back to the school, the
Headmistress and Nilesh's class teacher imme-
diately decided that the tragedy should not
cause Nilesh to drop out of ISC 2016 and lose a
crucial year. The Headmistress and his class

teacher escorted Nilesh to the school the very
next morning so that he could take his ISC
examination. His father's body was laid in the
house and the funeral rites were completed
only after Nilesh returned home after the
examination.
In about five weeks time, Nilesh completed his
ISC examination and eventually did himself,
his family and the school proud by passing his
ISC with 75% marks.
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Razi Ahmed, Saifee Golden
Jubilee English School

Razi Ahmed suffers from Obsessive
Compulsive Disorder. His disease was detected
in August 2015 just a year ahead of his Board
examination. His disease prevented him from
attending school regularly and consequently

his school attendance remained barely 10%. He
was unable to attend his private tuition classes
too. The school faculty was a constant support
for him, encouraging him to cope up with the
difficulties he faced at that time. Razi could not
even sit for his pre-board examination. In spite
of his low attendance, the school allowed him
to sit for his board examination. During his
board examination days, a provision was made
for Razi's guardian to sit near the examination
hall while he wrote his paper. Whenever he suf-
fered an attack, the inviligators immediately
informed those teachers who had learned to
provide first aid for his attack. Till date, Razi
has been admitted to ICU five times. In spite of
so many difficulties, this brave heart managed
to score 81.5% in his board examination and
even cleared his WBJEE examination and is
pursuing Information Technology in Bengal
Institute of Technology.

Akash Chakraborty, Hariyana
Vidya Mandir 

He will never stand, walk and speak. This was
the medical assessment on Akash when he was
barely 6 months old. Akash Chakraborty is a
child with cerebral palsy and spastic diplegia.
Akash was diagnosed with CP at the age of 6
months and since then he has been fighting
with his parents to keep him in the main-
stream. With intensive physiotherapy at home
round the clock, with able guidance from IICP,
Taratala, and speech therapy, he was able to
speak at the age of 3 years and gradually able
to walk a few steps. His intelligence level was at
par with normal students. Many schools
refused to admit him on physical grounds.
Subsequently he was admitted to Hariyana
Vidya Mandir at UKG in 2003. In 2009, due to
acute pain in both knees his ability to walk
generally deteriorated and he was bedridden.
Afterwards, a major operation was done on
both patella and hamstring but he did not give
up and appeared for the examination from bed
in a sick room and passed with distinction.
Subsequently, he was diagnosed with severe
Ostropriosis mainly due to lack of Vitamin D
which hindered his mobility severally and kept
him at bed. He appeared in the examination
and continued to rank top in class. He has spas-
ticity in both his hands which hinders him
from writing for which he needs writer during
examinations from time to time. In 2014 he had
appeared for the Class X CBSE board examina-
tions with acute pain in his hands so he had to
take the help of writer for a few subjects. He
scored CGPA 10.0 (maximum score) in the

Class X examinations.
This year, for the Class XII examinations, he
had decided to write his papers without any
help. He sat for the examination with
painkillers and pain relief spray and scored
91.60% marks. At present he is studying B.Com
(Honours) at Goenka College of Commerce and
Business Administration and wishes to be an
IAS in the future.

Kanak Das, Hill R.N. High
School

Kanak Das has been diagnosed with cancer.
His father works in a school and earns a small

salary, which is not sufficient to cover Kanak’s
medical expenses. Kanak received The
Prasenjit Paine Memorial Scholarship this
year.

Vaibhav Saraf, Delhi Public
School, Megacity

Vaibhav Saraf faced the sternest test of his life
when he incurred a compound fracture on his
right hand after his English Paper I in the ICSE
2016 examination, and had to be rushed to the
hospital, where he had to undergo a surgical
procedure. However, in spite of the excruciat-

ing agony and trauma, Vaibhav was undaunt-
ed. He was determined to complete his ICSE
examination. The Headmistress of the School
met Vaibhav's father and immediately commu-
nicated the matter to the ICSE Council. The
Council allowed Vaibhav to complete the rest of
the papers with the help of a writer from a jun-
ior class. The school allotted a sick room for
Vaibhav with a bed along with a special invigi-
lator after going through the documents attest-
ing his medical condition. Vaibhav had to dic-
tate the answers to his writer, as he lay on the
bed, still recovering from the wounds of a com-
plicated surgery. It took great courage, resolve
and tenacity especially in papers like
Mathematics and the Science subjects. He
received the wholehearted support of his
school teachers, which kept him motivated.
The Council had considerably given him extra
time to  complete his papers. But Vaibhav fin-

ished all his papers within the normal allotted
time like other students. He did outstandingly
in his ICSE scoring 96%.

Dishwanita Vidyananda, St
Augustine’s Day School,
Barrackpore

Dishwanita Vidyananda in spite of her father's
untimely demise during the ISC Examination
2016, was courageous enough to appear for the
examination and secured 72.25%.

Debapriya Das,  East West
Model School

Debapriya Das of Class VIII suffers from
encephalopathy (Neuro) and had suffered from
jaundice when she was born. She had under-
gone treatment during her childhood and has
still managed to perform fairly well in studies.
Though she is a specially-abled child, she has

never asked for any favour or benefits from the
Institution or her teachers. She travels with
other students in the school bus, attends class-
es with them and does all the assigned tasks by
herself. Though she faces difficulties in writ-
ing, she is determined to write on her own,
whether it is taking down notes from the board,
or writing her exams. She believes she has the
potential and wants to meet her dreams with
her own efforts.

Indranil Kumar Das, The
Calcutta Emmanuel School 

Indranil was born to Tarak Kumar Das and
Baby Das on 4 May 2004. He seemed a normal
child till after three years, he was detected with
Thalassemia. He had to be given blood transfu-
sion every 8 months. His parents were told by

the doctors that it was a genetic disorder and
was incurable. Gradually, the frequency of
blood transfusions increased, and now he has
to go once every month. He feels very unwell
when the haemoglobin count drops. Indranil

was admitted to Nursury in The Calcutta
Emmanuel School. His condition has improved
with food and medicine but his father has to
spend Rs 4000 for his treatment while he earns
around Rs 5000. At present, he is in Class VI.
Frequent visits to the hospital has affected his
school performance. He has shown great forti-
tude in facing these challenges. Indranil
received a scholarship at the Awards.

Mehar Parveen, St Francis
Xavier School

Mehar Parveen of Class VII is a child with spe-
cial needs but in spite of that she has always
been independent. Despite her inability to cope

up in relation to other children, her parents
encouraged her to study in a general school. St
Francis Xavier School, following the policy of
inclusive education, took her into its fold.
Mehar tries to do her work on her own. She
happily takes part in extra and co-curricular
activities in school and despite the hurdles
which she faces, she wins the hearts of all with
her ever smiling face.
Mehar does not let her handicap be an impedi-
ment to her progress in life. Her enthusiastic
spirit spreads an aura around her which infus-
es joy in everyone around her.

Dishari Ghosh, Army Public
School, Barrackpore 

Dishari Ghosh studies in Class VI. She displays
grit and determination to surmount all odds
and obstacles. She had lost her maternal uncle
who was very close to her heart when she was
3 years old. This had brought a great setback in
her mind. She again received the second shock

of her life when she lost her father on 14
February 2016, who was the only earning mem-
ber of the family. This has affected the finan-
cial status of the family which is in a precari-
ous situation now. These incidents brought her
severe depression and distress. Despite all
these oddities, she has learnt to take them in
her stride. She has proved her academic acu-
men in Class V. She aspires to serve the society
by becoming a doctor. Dishari received a schol-
arship at the Awards.
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Topobrata Mandal, Welland
Gouldsmith School, Patuli

Topobrata Mandal has been suffering from
Duchenne muscular dystrophy (a severe type of

debilitating condition) since 2009. He secured
77.4% in ICSE 2016. He is wheelchair-bound but
his indomitable spirit and enthusiasm helped
him overpower his physical challenge. He is a
very soft spoken boy and takes keen interest in
all co-curricular activities in his school.

Simlan Banerjee, St John’s
Diocesan Girls’ Higher
Secondary School

Simlan is orthopaedically challenged with
Congenital Hypoplastic of the left forearm
with proximal focal femoral (right) deficiency.
She is 90% permanently disabled and walks
with support and uses orthopaedic shoes. The

doctor has advised her to move with an escort,
but she moves around by herself. She passed
Madhyamik Pariksha 2015 with an average of
42% Marks and the Class XI annual examina-
tion this year with an average of 45% marks. In
spite of permission being granted by the
Principal for her to use the elevators in the
school buildings, she uses the staircase and
walks around the school campus without any
escort. She actively participates in most school

activities and has a close circle of friends.

Ayush Agarwal, The Heritage
School

Ayush joined The Heritage School in Class IX.
He used to very shy. When in Class XI, he devel-
oped polyneuropathy in his limbs. It affected
his walking and writing. He was devastated
since the treatment for this disease is long

term. He missed school for many days. He came
to the verge of giving up on himself but his par-
ents and teachers did not give up on him. When
he went back to school, all the teachers sup-
ported him to full extent. He was given break-
fast and lunch in class. They helped him to get
the notes that he missed. He passed Class XI
with a writer. Then in Class XII, he decided to
try and give his exams without a writer. With
moral support from everyone, he passed the
board examinations and is now studying
B.Com at St Xavier College, and also pursuing
the Chartered Accountancy course.

Aryaman Bose, Delhi Public
School, Ruby Park

Aryaman Bose suffered from Thalassemia
Major in his childhood which needed bone
marrow transplant as a surgical treatment,
during which his body fell prey to the Grant
versus Host Disease. During his treatment in
TATA Medical Hospital, Calcutta and Apollo
Hospital, Chennai, he suffered from a lot of
side effects which made his body weak
immunologically. It led to Bilateral Moderate
Conductive Hearing Loss which resulted in
85% deafness in his left ear. There has been
selective damage to his skin, mucosa and gas-
trointestinal tract. His skin itches uncontrol-
lably, his nasal cavity stays blocked throughout
the year, sometime making him unable to
breathe. He is unable to eat spicy food as it

causes diarrhoea.
In spite of so many complications, Aryaman is
regular and punctual to school. He is a bright
and intelligent child with a strong memory. He
secured 86.2% in the Summative Assessment I
in Class V (2016). In August 2016, his oral cavity
was operated once. In September, he went to
Apollo Hospital, Chennai, for consultation.
Aryaman is given immune suppressants which

makes him vulnerable to severe infections. His
growth has halted because of the medicines.
He is very good in painting, writing poetry and
is very eloquent when it comes to expressing
his ideas. He organises quizzes in class. His
positive attitude towards life is worth appreci-
ating.

Divya Vaid, The BSS School
Divya Baid is a student of The BSS School and
is studying in Class XI at present. When she
was in Class IX, she was affected with a cyst in
her nasal passage, which on biopsy was
revealed as a rare carcinoma for which she had
to undergo several cycles of chemotherapy. In
fact, she could not attend school for several
months but wanted to write her final examina-
tion. The School had advised her to drop one
year since she was a moderately good student
but she insisted on taking the examination, and
much to everyone's surprise did quite well in
the final examination. Throughout her Class X,

she had to undergo chemotherapy. Her weight
decreased by almost 15 kilos. She balanced her
treatment and studies with immense maturity
and came out not only with flying colours but
commendable marks in her Madhyamik
Examination 2016.

Sakshi Agarwal, South City
International School

Sakshi Agarwal of Class XI had shown exem-
plary courage when she had heard that her
younger brother, Kaushal Agarwal, of Class
VII, was afflicted with cancer of the blood, in
the year 2015-16. In spite of the sorrow and ten-
sion in the family, Sakshi managed to appear

for the ICSE examination and scored 83%.
Kaushal's illness reached its climax and he had
to be brought home. Unfortunately, he expired
on 15 May 2016. The family was under a pall of
gloom and Sakshi still braved the loss in the
family and participated in the intra-school edu-
cation competition and won a certificate for
showing exemplary courage.

Arojit Das, Silver Point School
Arojit Das of Class XII (Humanities) has con-
genital nerve problem that has left him
maimed in the right hand. In spite of the diffi-
culty, he has continued with his studies. He

successfully secured 72% in Madhyamik
Pariksha Secondary Education. He looks after
the house work because both his parents have
to go out to work.

Mayank Sipani, Asian
International School 

Mayank Sipani is presently studying in Class
X. He suffers from multiple dysfunctions. He is
suffering from Leucomalacie. As a keen quiz-
zard, he has won prizes in quiz competitions
and has a sense of inquisitiveness for every
subject that he learns in school. He participates
actively in co-curricular activities and that is
the key to his success. He suffers from Dystonia

(a movement disorder in which a person's mus-
cles contract uncontrollably) on the left part of
his body. It is both cervical and segmental
Dystonia. Acute pain and spasm occur on the
left part of his body. This disease causes knee
extension and hamstring weakness. At home,
he is going through speech therapy along with
Botox injection and regular physiotherapy as
part of his regular treatment. He has come a
long way. He is now walking and talking. He
has learned to speak properly and the credit for
that goes entirely to his parents.

Dipashree Hazra, Contai
Public School

Dipashree Hazra’s father is a truck driver by
profession. She spent her childhood days in
humble and poor surroundings. She lost her
mother, who was the bread earner of the fami-
ly, at the tender age of four years. Dipashree

had taken up odd jobs such as selling jhal muri
to supplement Dipashree's father meagre
income. She scored 84.8% marks in ICSE 2016.
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